NES 485B/ 585B Spring 2001

Social, CQultural & Political H story of the lIranian Pl ateau
7th Century - Present

Mon, 4:00-6:30p. m Prelimnary Syll abus
Franklin 306

M chael E. Bonine

Department of Near Eastern Studies Ph: 621-8013 ( Messages)
Franklin 405 Ph: 626-9140

Ofice Hs: (to be arranged)

This course is an exam nation of the society, social history, and
politics of Modern Iran and Af ghani stan - defined as 19th and
20th century Iran and Afghanistan (with a glinpse at Central Asia
possi ble as well).

The course is divided into two major parts - the first one on
I ran and the second on Afghani stan. The Afghanistan focus is
bei ng added for this senmester because of the significance of the
events in that country in recent years and the fact that we w |l

have a nunber of visiting scholars who will provide their
expertise for specific sessions. The class neets once a week and
the principal format will be a lecture by the instructor for part

of the period, but then to discuss the readings,including the
approach, sources, etc. For sone readings and topics, students
will give oral presentations. Wiere we have a visiting |lecturer,
that format nmay sonmewhat change (particularly for the Afghanistan
section because of the nunber of visiting | ecturers).

Cour se Requirenents:

Final Exam . ... ... ... 20%
| ndi vi dual presentations, reviews, and witeups...... 40%
Research Paper. .......... ... i 40%

Note: On the final syllabus and list of readings it will be noted
whi ch readi ngs are optional for the undergraduate students. Al so,
t he undergraduates wll give |l ess presentations and have a
shorter length termpaper. However, it should be noted that even
t hough this is a 400/500 | evel class, it is being taught
principally as a 500 | evel graduate class. Only serious,

i nt erested under graduates should take this class (and should see
the instructor first).



Requi red Texts:
[prelimnary - still deciding on exactly what - so this
may change a bit, esp. for Afghanistan]

Buchta, WIlfried. Wwo Rules Iran? The Structure of Power in the
| sl am ¢ Republic. Washington DC. The Washington Institute for
Near East Policy, 2000.

Ml ani, Mohsen M The Making of Iran's Islamc Revol ution: From
Monarchy to |Islam c Republic. Boul der: Wstview Press, 1994 (2nd
ed.)

Bayat, Asef. Poor People's Mwvenents in Iran: Street Politics.
New Yor k: Col unbia University Press, 1997

Rashi d, Ahned. Taliban: Mlitant Islam G| & Fundanmentalismin
Central Asia. New Haven: Yale Nota Bene/Yale University Press,
2000.

Rubi n, Barnett. The Fragmentation of Afghani stan. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2002.

Dupree, Louis. Afghanistan. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1980.

Besides the texts, other readings will come from various books
and journals, including fromthe major journals and academ c
encycl opedi as, such as Iranian Studi es, Encycl opaedia |Iranica,

| rani an Studies, Iran, Encyclopedia of Islam etc. An objective
of the course is also to inpart in the student a know edge of the
maj or sources for the social history and society of Iran (and

Af ghani stan), as well as the background of the scholars/witers,
and so di scussions of these will occur.

Maj or Weekly Topi cs:

Jan 26: The Irani an Pl ateau: The Ceographi cal Foundation
(Iran & Afghanistan - Physical Geog, Ethnic groups, etc.)

Feb 2: Shi'ism & Pre-Modern Iran

Feb 9: Qajar Iran: 19th & 20 centuries
The Constitutional Revolution of 1905-06

Feb 16: Pahl avi Iran: The Mdernization of Iran
Ur bani zati on and Econom ¢ Devel opnent
Agricul tural Devel opment, Land Reform
[Dr. Amir Ajam, Sociologist, International Prograns,
Uni versity of Arizona]

Feb 23: The Iranian Revolution of 1978-79 & the Islam c Republic



Mar 1: How Iran is Ruled: The politics of the Islamc Republic
Mar 8: Society & Social Conditions in Contenporary Iran
Mar 15: Spring Break
Mar 22: Afghanistan & 19th Century Inperialism
[Dr. Senzil Nawi d, Afghan Historian, Affiliated Schol ar
with the Center for Mddl e East Studies, University of
Ari zona]

Mar 29: Afghani stan: State Building and Nationalism
[Dr. Senzil Naw d]

Ap 5: Ethnic Diversity and the State
[Dr. Tom Barfield, Anthropol ogy, Boston University]

Ap 12: Mbderization and Contenporary Afghani stan
[ Alam Payi nd, Director, Center for Mddle East Studies,
Ohio State University]
Ap 19: Taliban and Mlitant Islamin Afghanistan

Ap 26: Wonen in Af ghani stan
[Dr. Senzil Naw d]

May 3: Iran & Afghani stan: Conpari sons



